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AFFIDAVIT 


— 8 . In Anſwer to the : 
FALSE ACCUSATION 
Brought againſt him by 


P 4 A 1 


To which are added, 


L A Circumſtantial Na nRATIvx of what hath 
fince paſſed between Mr. Bower and N 
Deaing feld 1 in relation thereto. 8 


II. Copies of the faid pretended Letters ſent him 
_ y Sir Henry Beding feld, and of a ſubſequent 
Affidavit made by Mr. Bower” of their not 


ein wrote by him, or with his Privity. 


WITH SOME. ; 


Short OsssxvATions on thoſe pretended Latter 

pPitoving them to be Spurious. | 

| = — . = 
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nee RCHIBALD BOWER, of Ola 
TUR Bond-/treet, in the Pariſh of Saint 
#23 James, Weſtminſter Eſquire, mak- 

5 7 eth Oath, That he hath been in- 
oy and makes no doubt, if it ſhould be 
neceſſary, to be able to prove, that, in the Year 
1748, and ſoon after the Publication of this 
Deponent's Firſt Volume of his Hi/tory of the 
Popes, Sir Edward Moſty; (a), a Popiſh Baronet, 
told Sir Thomas Meſtyr;;- bet, that this De- 
nent had left . (meaning the Roman Ca- 
tholics), becauſe they would not make this De- 
Few a Biſhop ; which the ſaid Sir Edward 


* _ \ — —— — — 
— 


a) The Name of Sir George Meſtyn, inſtead of Sir 
Edward, was inſerted in the original Affidavit, and in the 
Copy Sek to Sir Henry ba occaſioned by Sir 
Thomas Meſtyn's being accuſtomed, from his long Acquaint- 
ance, with Sir George, the Father, to call his Son Sir Ed- 


ward by that Name. 
A then 


2 Mr. Bownn' s Affidavit. 
then averred could be ſhewn under this Deponent's 
Hand : And this Deponent faith, That no 
. . 
| ent's Writing, ever or 
A "> _ * d Fe Deen 
untrue : An 
further fa 8 The in or about the Manth of 
February 1756, this Deponent was informed 
by Perſons of great Honour, that Sir Henry Be- 

ding feld, Baronet, had uced to them Five 
Letters, faid or ſuppoſed, to have beef written 
by this Depq;ent at l times between the 
. Years 1743 and 1747, to one Sheldon, an Engliſb 
Jeſuit, now deceaſed, and directed to him under 
the feigned Name of Eliot Brown ; importing, 


amongſt other things, that this t was 
5575 reconciled to the Church of Rome, and ex- 


preſſed Contrition for his Apoſtacy from that 


Church, and offering to go where-ever the Pro- 
vincial or Superior of the Jeſuits ſhould think fit 
to ſend this Deponent,, or to ſome ſuch or the like 
Effect: And this Deponent, upon his Oath, 
faith, That if there ate any Expreſſions to that 
or the like Effect in all, any, or either, of the 
faid Five Letters, or in any other Letter what- 
ſoever, the Letter or Letters in which any ſuch 
| Expreflions are contained; is not of this Depe- 
ponent's Hang-writing, and was not Wrote by 
this Depotient or with his Privity⸗ and if they 
or either of them import ſo to be, the fame i is 
and are 4 Fo and a groſs Calumny on this 
Deponent: An this Deponent faith, He hath 

„ not 
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Mr. BowzR's Affidavit. 3 
not had an Opportunity to ſee or inſpect the ſaid 
pretended Letters, or either of them, or any 
Copy or Copies of them, or either of them: 
And this Deponent doth poſitively — he ever 
wrote to, or received from, the ſaid Sheldon or 
Eliot Brown, to whom the ſaid Letters, or ſome 
of them, are ſaid to have been written, ſent, or 
directed, any Letter or Letters of any Nature or 
Kind whetfoever : And this Deponent, from the 
Circumſtances attending the ſaid pretended Let- 
ters, and the Production thereof, does in his 
Conſcience believe that the ſaid Letters were ſo 
forged with a view to injure thE Character of 
this Deponent, and affect his Credit with reſpect 
to the ſaid Work, intituled, The Hiftory of the 
Popes, which he has been ſome Years engaged 
in writing, and to prevent his going on with 
and compleating the ſame : And this Deponent 
further faith, That a Letter, as this Deponent 
believes, was on or about the 11th Day of Fe- 
bruary 1756, wrote by an Honourable Perſon, 
to whom, as this Deponent believes, the faid 
Sir Henry Beding feld, Baronet, had-ſhewn the 
faid Five Letters, to the Effect following: 
« Feb. 11, 1756. Sir, Mr. Bauers Anſwer. to 
the Queries you ſent him by me are an abſe- 
* lute Denial. He agrees with me in doing 
e you the Juſtice to think that you have been 
* innocently and ignorantly poſed upon 
« by the Fraud of thoſe Letters you have in 

— Cuſtody, which are moſt evident and 


2 W Forgeries ; but he intends very ſoon 
A2 « to 


* 


4 - Ms. Bowtr's Affidavit. 
* to advertiſe in the News Paper a Reward for 


« any Perſon who ſhall diſcover to him the. 


« Author and Writer thereof, in order to his 
«« being proſecuted according to Law; or to 
that Effect: And this Deponent believes, that 
the ſaid Sir Henry Bedirig feld, on the 12th Day 
of February 1756, wrote an Anſwer to the ſaid 
Letter, to the Effect following: Pictadilly 
«12 Feb. 1756. Sir, I received your Letter 
« laſt Night too late to ſend an Anſwer, being 
« juſt gone to Bed; the Step Mr. Bower intends 
e to take I think a very proper one: I ſhould 
«'reckon myſelf extreamly happy to be any 
<« wayſe inſtrumental in deteCting-Forgeries of 
« any kind, of any Set of Men and of-any 
« Denomination whatſoever : I hope you will 
give me Leave at my Return from Norfolk 
„ (where Iam adviſed to go for the Change of 
% Air as ſoon as T can put on a Shoe) to culti- 
vate your intance which his little 
« Afair has for me ſo happily renewed. Tam, 
Ee. Henry Beding feld. And this Deponent 
hath been informed, and believes, that, upon 
Receipt of the laſt-mentioned Letter, a Letter 
in Anſwer thereto, to the Effect following, was 
wrote and ſent to the faid Sir Henry Beding feld: 
«-12- Feb. 17 56. Sir, I have juſt received the 
« Favour of your Letter in Anſwer to mine of 
1 laſt Night, and ſhall be always glad to renew 
* and to cultivate an Acquaintance with a 


©, * Gentleman of Honour and Merit, as I be- 


8 lieve you to be; but I can by no means agree 
91 | « with 


cc 
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Mr. Bowzs's Affidavit. 5 


10 with you, that an Attack on the Character 


« of an innocent Man, ſo foully made, is a 
« little Affair, eſpecially when it is made on no 
« other Account, than becauſe he has diſtin- 
4 puiſhed himſelf in Defence of the Proteſtant 
« Cauſe: This Way of anſwering The Hiſtory 
«. of the Popes may be the beſt that Rome can 


« find, and may have an Effect on ſome very 


«weak People; but it muſt excite Indignation 
« and Horror in the far greater Part of Man- 
« kind, and will certainly turn to the Confuſion 
* of thoſe who have been the Contriyers of this 
* infamous Forgery. As I am perfectly ſatiſ- 
« fied that you could have no Share in it, Iam 


+ with the greateſt Regard and Eſteem, . &c.” 


And this Deponent further faith, 'Fhat, in order 
to detect the Author of the faid wicked Attempt, 
this Deponent cauſed the following Advertiſe- 
ment to be publiſhed in the Public Advertiſer, 
of Friday the 13th of February 1756, vi. 
%% Whereas Five forged Letters, containing moſt 
«groſs and evident Falſehoods, and pretended 
« to have been written by Archibald Bower, 
«-Eſquire, to an Engliſ Jeſuit, now deceaſed, 
« have been. put into the Hands of a very Ho- 
t nourable Gentleman of the Roman Catholie 
6 Religion in London, who, being impoſed upon 
*. by. the Fraud of the Author, has ſhewn them 
« a genuine, to the Prejudice of the Chat᷑acter 
« of the ſaid Archibald Bower, after they had 
been concealed for ſeveral Years ; the ſaid 
* Archibald Bower does hereby offer the Sum 
2 15 cc of 


\ 


* 


6 Mr Bowen's dad, 


of One hundred Guineas to ait Perſon who 
* ſhall diſcover the Author and Writer of the 
«ſaid Letters, that he may be proſecuted ac- 
« cording to La,: And this ent fur- 
ther faith, That on the 14th Day of February 
1756, he this wrote and ſent a Letter 
to the faid Sir Henry Bedingfeld, the Perſon in 
whoſe Poſſeſfion he was informed the ſaid Let- 
ters were, in the Words or to the Effect fol- 
blowing: 14 Feb.” Sir, As I under- 
te ſtand you are Ning em into Norfolk, Ithink 
« it neceſſary aryl — Letters under 
„ my Name, in your Cuſtody; a Juſtice which 
I dare fay you will not refuſe to your humble 
« Servant, A. Bower :” In Anfwer to which 
this Deponent faith, he the ſame Day received 
from the ſaid Sir Henry Bedingfeid a Letter in 
the Words or to the Effect following: Pic- 
« cadilſy, 14 Feb17 56. Sir, Had you conſulted 
VP Sir George Littleton about wording the Ad- 
- «© vertiſement you put in the News Yef- 
terday, I flatter myſelf he would not have 
* adviſed thoſe Words to be put in, as genuine; 
. for I told him when he did me the Honour 
to call upon me, that as I never ſaw your 
* Hand-writing, I could not affert thoſe Letters 
« were gemine, but was defirous that thoſe 
4 Gentlemen that were well inted with 
_ ©. it, ſhould give me their Opinion. As for ſend- 
4 ing you a Copy of the Letters, which by your 
Letter this Morning you deſire, I muſt firſt 
take the Opinion of my Counſel : + If at is thought 
5 e adviſeable, 
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M, Bow A': Affdavit 7 
« adviſeable, I will acquaint you of it; if other- 
« wayſe, I ſhall not give you the Trouble of * 
« Letter. I am, Sc. Henry Bedingfeld: And 
this nt further faith, That ſome few 
Days after the Receipt of the laſt- mentioned 
Letter, he not hearing further from the ſaid Sir 
Henry Beding feld, the fame Honourable Perſon, 
who had wrote the Two former Letters, did, 
at the Defire of this Deponent, write a Third 
Letter to the faid Sir Henry Beding feld, to the 
Effect following; that is to fay, Mr. Bower 
« defires me to aſk you, whether you have ld 
r any body by whom the Letters forged in his 
« Name were put into your Hands, or from 
« what Motive you concealed them fo long, 
« from- the Sight of all, but a very few Per- 
« ſons, and were induced to ſhew them mare 
« puahlicliy now. I ſhould be alfo glad to xnow 
<« how long it is fince you ſhewed them to Mr. 
„l think you cannot in Juſtice deny Mr. 
« Bower @ Copy of thoſe Letters, which be 
neee to enable him the better to detel 
« and \expoſe the Forgery. I am, &c.—- —" In 
Anſwer to which laſt-mentioned Letter, the ſaid 
Sir Henry Beding feld, as this Deponent believes, 
the ſame or the next Day, wrote a Letter with 
out Date, to the Effect following : © Sir, You 
will excuſe me, if I do nat at preſent anſwer 
any of the Queſtions you make in your Let- 
c ter; when the Affair comes into Weſtminſter - 


0 hall, I believe then it will be the more pro- 


Naa Time. Jam, Sir, your humble Servant, 
ce Henry 


> Mr. BowzR / — 
Beding feld. And this Deponent — 
* ſaith, — in the Public ti ſer, 
the 2d Day of March 1756, and other — 
Papers, he this Deponent cauſed a Second Ad- 
vertiſement to be publiſhed, in the Words or to 
the Effect following: Whereas Five Letters, 
« containing moſt groſs and evident Falſeboods, 
cc and pretended: to have been written by me 
« the under- ſigned Archibald Bower, to one 
« Sheldon, the Provincial or Head of the Jeſuits 
« here in England, under the feigned Name 
« Elliot — I do hereby declare that I 
« wrote none of _ thoſe Letters; that I never 
te did hold any Correſpondence by Letter with 
« the ſaid Sheldon, either in · his own or any 
« feigned Name; and that the ſaid Letters are 
© forged and counterfeited ; and, in order to vin- 
« dicate my Character, I have applied for a 
pes ee Leen, but - have not been 
“able to obrain it: A. Bower :” And this De- 
further faith, That the Contents of the 
ſaid laſt-mentioned Advertiſement are- — 
true in every Particular: And this Deponent 
faith, That, ſubſequent to the ſaid Sir 
Beding feld's ſaid laſt Letter, he this Deponent 
hath not received any Letter or Meſſage from 
the ſaid Sir Henry Beading feld, relating to the 
1 Five Letters; and hath not to this time 
5 1 to have Copies of the. ſaid — 


either of them; or received any 


2 ſave as aforeſaid, tothe Requeſt he had 


| + 8 . Copies . ſave that is | 
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Mr. FORE s Aﬀedavit: 9 


The E Advertiſer, from 7 ueſe the 
18th, to Thurſday, May the . he 
found the following: 8 ſubſcribed 
Henry. Beding fell, inſerted : © Whereas Ar- 
© chibald Bower, Eſquire, by an Advertiſement 
e 2 the Public Advertiſer, of the 13th of Fe- 
"laſt, and in other ſubſequent public 
| Nel did declare, That a Gentleman 
« (meaning me) had ſhewn as genuine certain 
« Letters alledged in the faid Advertiſement to 
« be forged, to the Prejudice of the Character 
« of him the ſaid Archibald Bower :” After ſo 
© bold an Aſſertion, I could expect nothing leſs, 
© than an Action of. Slander and Defamation ; 
but the Prieſtly Eſquire ſeems to decline it: 
© Charity obliges me to think, that fo uncom- 
© mon a Fo ce muſt proceed from a 
© Chriſtian, Diſpoſition to forget and to forgive; 
and that he offers this as a corroborating Cir- 
cumſtance to the Public of his being a true 
Convert from Popery : He hath alſo, in ſe- 
* veral public Papers, as well as a Paper ſigned 
© F. B. in The Evening Advertiſer of the 8th 
© of April, complained that he had applied for 
© a Copy of the faid Letters, but had not been 
© able to obtain it: As, therefore, no Man of 
Honour can have any reafonable Objection to 
confirm, by Oath, what he hath often vo- 
a luntarily and with Deliberation ſet his Hand 
* to, I do hereby declare, that, if the ſaid Ar- 
© chibald Bower will confirm, upon Oath, in a 


| "PRE: Court, the Y Allegations in the 


above- 


10 M. Bowen's Aa 


* above-tentioned Advertiſement of the 13th 
* of February faſt, 1 will, u upoh Proof. of bis 
t having made ſuch Oath. uninediately take 
c re Be the defired Copy of the {aid Letters 
* ſoall be ready for him: Then aſs, i Mr. 

Bower thinks that the Printing of thoſe Let- 
7 ters can be of any Service 50 his Cha 
1 1 858 a proper Application to me, that Re- 

be complied With: In Anſwer to 

KY this Deponent, i in The Evening "Adver- 

tiſer, from Saturday, May the 22d, to Fay, 

the 25th, cauſed an Advertiſement to be 

inſerted, 155 by this Deponent, 07 other 

Things, to the following Effect . gere- 
75 a... an Advertiſement has been W809 0 in 

vening 2 50 5 of the 20th Inſtant, and 

4 « Henry e promiling to de- 

te The: 6 ine \ Dips the Letters under my 

% Name, in his Caltody, provided. I confirm 

by Oath what I declared in The Publick Ad- 
« wertiſer of the 13th of February laſt, and in 
« ſeveral other Papers; biz. That he the ſaid 
46 Sir Henry Beding fell l Bad ſhewn thoſe Letters 
« "as genuine; and that I had applied for a Copy 
0 of the ſame Letters, but had not been able to 
| 40 obtain it: In Anſwer to that Advertiſement, 
I fay, that I cannot fwear that Sir Henry Bed. 
6. '« ingfeld ever aſſerted, in expreſs Terms, thoſe 

Letters to be genuine, as I have never been 
15 in his Company 6 ſince he produced thei, nor 


ever preſent when he ſhewed, them; but I 


2 he has ſhewn them,” ark gelb 6 at- 
| « terly 
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ere, of February laſt, to Sir 

| c rn Pon "and his Anſwer to it, bear 

4 i ſame Date, being fully ſufficient : In 

— Ml i beter Sir Henry expreſies himſelf in theſe 
Words: r 


de „ Læners which, by our Letter this Mo 
1 Sh ing, you defire, I maſt f feſt take the Opinion 


+. et my Counſell: H it is thought adviſeable, 
4 « Teil acquaint. yop-of it; if ,otherwayſe, 1 
* KS. Ay give you the Trouble of a Letter: 


1 i have.not heard from him ſince: When I 
< received this Anſwer to my Letter contain- 
equelt which 1 thought he could not 
Juſtice deny, I was much ſurpriſed ; fl 
e more no, * that I have a 


e. — 
was ever made on my 
e 


* "Mr. Bownn's 
the Calumnies that eee and pro- 
pagated by Papiſts to injure. the Credit of this 
Depchahe” 54 of the Work he is; as aforefaid, 
engaged in writing, doth in che moſt ſolemn 
manner, upon O "hereby ſwear and declare, 
That he came to England i in Nr che Month 
of or July 17263 and that, for upwards 
of Te 3 10 laſt. paſt, be hath not 
— at any religious Worſhip or Cere- 
Weng er dhe Rem;/b Religion; or practiſed, 
repeated, or uſed, any of the Ceremonies, 
Offices, Prayers, or Devotions, peculiar to that 
Church, either in public or private; or been in 
any Manner; or by any Act whatſoever, recon- 
ciled to, or 1 his tion of, the 
Popiſh Religion or any of the Errors or Tenets 
of that Chinrch- condemned by Proteſtants ; or 
ever offered, deſired, or attempted, or by Word 
or Writing, of otherwiſe, declared he was read 
or defirous; fo to be: And this Deponent 
now believe, and for upwards of I 
To lat paſt 
| _ to the Proteſtants, to be 
impious and heretical: And this nent fur- 
ther faith, That, during tbe time he is, as afore- 
"aid, by the faid Five Letters, or ſome of them, 
falſely'f ſuppoſed to have been reconciled — ay the 


Church of e- he did, in very 
ms, pr he the ut- 


2 public and 3 
ae nee cn th wink On 2 


nine 
hath believed and eſteemed, the 
Tenets maintained by the Church of 


3 
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That he hath beer informed, and doth believe, 


authorized by, the Namib Religion, 885 


of thoſe with whom he then lived been Po 
of 


atteſt: And this Deponent hath for up 

Twenty-four years laſt joined in — 
with the Church of England, as by Law eſta- 
bliſhed in this Kingdom: And this Deponent 
hath, during that time, uſed his utmoſt Endea- 
Tue 19 convince J of His Relations and 


others who were educated in the Romiſb Reli- 


on, of the Errors thereof; and 1 
en this Deponent a 
vaileu on Three of them to renounce the: ame, 
and openly to profeſs the Proteſtant Religion, in 
Wh" they 1 ſince continued, as can 
de proved by ſeveral Officers of Lord Charts 
Hays Regiment, who were then quartered at 
Dale, and other Perſons of undoubted Credit: 
And this Deponent faith, That One of the ſaid 
Three Perſons, on her being informed of the 
Popsfh Plot this Deponent, as ſbe _ 
it, expreſſed her Aſtoniſhment and Indi 


that a Charge of Popery ſhould be epa 


inſt the Perſon to whom, as ſhe expreſſed it, 

"owed, next to Gad, the Conver fron from Poper: 

of br If and ler Family: And this <4 
his Conduct relating to the Converfion 


of the laſt· mentioned Perſons gave Offence to 
the Roman Catholicks, and determined many of 
them to do their utmoſt to blaſt this Deponent's 


Name: And this Deponent further faith, 


that 


aeg go 


. 
Ee at 5 at's 5 
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ducing the Gs 
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Tn opal. e of 7 the Tt 
or F he ſaid Jor of the 
Facts therein contained, from their Knowlege 
of this Deponent's Character, Life, and Beha- 
viour; but that he the ſame to 
aber. Perſons who were 7 78 thereto; w 
this nt is at a loſs to.account for, A 
2 e ee We 
„ or was-doubtf1 po anger 
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| Narrative, e. 16 


che Contents of the faid Letters, in caſe. the 
ſame are to, the Effoct before-mentioned, being 
intirely fa ſcandalous, "od LEN and a 
wicked trivance and F , as this De- 
ponent believes, of he Papil 7 (* blacken and 
injure this Neponent's Credit and wr” * 
and 0 burt the Fauglan Cauſe. 


© Swort in Court * the 31ſt : FP 
0 N 17505. A. Bower. 


al footy 99 nr of They thy wr 
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cum} 0 we Nurrati ive of what les - 
_ bath fince paſſed between Mr. Bowss. 

an Sir Hinzy BEDINGFELD.. | 
1756, Mr. Bower 


T HE Second of 
is Affidavit to Sur Henry 
ng eld, by a — ck of undoubted Cre- 


fit, I the RT; | 7 


0 Sir, 15 deore, er 1756. 
* N . png 2: 
che 2oth May 1948, and EEE | 
— ef the public N 
That, HI Ein confirm e Sehen ges 
burt the ſevetal ns in an Adveriſee 
. ment of the 1 3th of Feoruary laſt, ſigned by 

8 cc me, 


— 4 Gir 


16 Marrative, &c. 


. « me, upon Proof of my having made ſuch an 
« Oath, you will immedittely uke 1 
« the Copies of the Five Letters, there 
* EW, ſhould be ready for me. I do 2 
give you Notice, That, in Compliance 
« < wal your ſaid Advertiſement, and in order 
to do Juſtice to m CO I have made 
_ « an Affidavit in his jeſty's Court of King's- 
« Bench at Weſtminſter of the Truth -of the 
cc ſeveral Facts mentioned in the ſaid Advertiſe- 
« ment, and in a ſubſequent one of the 2d 
_«« March laſt; the Original of which Aﬀ- 
, davit will be and a Copy thereof 
& will be delivered to you, the Bearer; to 
'<« whom, le to your Promiſe, I deſire 
.- « you will deliver Copres of the ſaid Five 
Letters; which I ſhall take care to have 
* printed, for the Satisfaction of the Public. 


Jam, Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 
r « A, Bower. 


What paſſed on the\ Delivery of this Letter 
. and Affidavit will appear — the following 
. Certificate, ſigned by the Gentleman who de- 
- xr eons 88 


3 tween Ten and leyen — 1 ing, be 
to Sir Henry Beding feld, at his Lodgings in Pic- 

 , eadlilly, a Letter from Mr. Bower, a Copy where- 
of in m B; e ee 
Affidavit, 


EU. ͤĩ ² AA IE 8 


40 


8 77.7 


Affidavit, marked A. 
mine the Copy of the Aﬀidavit with the Ori- 
gina} ; which Sir Henry Bedrng feld ſaid was 
unneceſfary. And, in anſwer to the above- 
mentioned Letter, he pteſented his Compli- 
ments to Mr. Bower ; and ſaid, he would 
« either go or ſend to his Counſel immediately, 
e and would then give him an Anſwer.” I read 
this Anſwer (which I had taken down with a 


' Penieit) to him; upon which he deſired I would 
add, «That he would give Mr. Bower an An- 


«. ſwer as ſoon as poſſible, as he was as 


cager 
gas himſelf to have the Affair cleared.” I then 
told him, I underſtood 1 was to carry 


back the 
Letters ; upon which he 
anſwered, << That it was not to be ſuppoſed he 
* ſhould have Copies by him, before Mr. Bower 
tc had done what he had required.” I then 
aſked him, If he would favour me with a Sight 
of the original Letters, or would give me Leave 
to copy them? He anſwered, © Neither was in 
« his Power, as the Letters were not in his Poſ- 


Copies of the original 


„ ſeffion.” I likewiſe defired he would fix fome 


time when I ſhould call for the Copies ; he 
then repeated what he had before faid, << That 
te he would wait immediately on his Counſel, 

« and would either ſend to Mr. Bower or me 
ie before the End of this Week, as he was as 


© eager as Mr. Bower to bring this Affair to a 


© Determination.” And he took my Direction 
8d Jin 1756. Ar gh bars? 


C On 


Natrative; &. 1 . 
And I offered to da- 


And added, That he ſhould z 


18 Marrative, &c. 
On the 4th June 1756, Sir Henry Beding- 
fel but b. r Mr. G. D. the i 
was with him the 2 June, and by him ſent to 
Mr a verbal Meſſage to this Effect, 
. Bower will drink a Diſh of 
vs Chocolate with Sir Henry Beding feld To- 
. fo rH he will deliver to him the 
te & agreeable to his Promiſe; but, if Mr. 
© Bower does not chooſe to do him that Fa- 
| -« your, he will ſend the Copies by the No- 
tary :* That he did not know but that he 
<« might have the Copies ready that * 
t 
t dt into bis Bureau: That Thin 7 
* 2 would happen: That it only a 
e Paper Mar between Gentlemen: That he 
— of Town, and by that time it 


" Sug 


\ i. 


Mr. Bower, the 6555 een 3 the 
following Letter from * „* Beding feld. 
. K. 
rods | 


J Have juſt now received the authentic Copies 
of the Letters, ſo as by my Advertiſement 
I declared they ſhould be ready for you: If 
you will do me the Favour to drink a Diſh 
of Chocolate To-morrow Morning, at Ten o 
| Clock, at my Lodgings, I will deliver them to 
you perſonally ; or, i you had rather I 
| fend them, if hal * 


4 


299 bk. 1 


1 „ 9 kd } ” 


Narrative, &. 19 
at that Hour To- morrow Morning. Whatever 


| N 


3 =. 

” our moſt humble Servant, 
Friday Evening, June 4th 1756. : 
Mr. Bower, the fame Evening, ſent Sir Henry 
Beding feld the following Letter, in Anſwer to 
the foregoing. 


Sir, Bond- Street, 4 A 1756. 


8 you have given me the Option of re- 
A” Vie the Copies of the Letters, either 


here, or a” your Lodgings, I defire it may be 


here: But muſt at the ſame time requeſt, that 


you would permit a Gentleman, on my behalf 


- wait on you at what Hour you ſhall pleaſe 
to appoint, to examine the Copies y you ſhall ſend _ 
with the Letters in your Cuſtody ; than GE 8 


bo no Doubt of their Accuracy. 


Jam, Sir, 
Tour o bundle Servant, 7 
A. Hower. 


3 at Ten in the M 
—— ng Eewts came to Mr. 
gings from Sir Henry Reding feld, and del. 
vered him Copies of the Letters in queſtion, 
3 as ſuch 1 8 n 
ut 


= Narrative; & . 
But they did not produce the Originab. What 


ing, in the Preſence of Mr. Havers and Mr. 


them to le tue: But they declined ſigning it, 
for the Reaſons hereaſter- mentioned. 

Fifth of June 1756, Mr. Havers, Sollicitor 
in C ,of Grays-Inn, this Morning brought 

Mr. D his Voter of the 21% une 1 
5555 Henry Beding fell; and alle im . 
ther it was his Fe d-wiiting: ? In os? as he 
ſaid, that he might be.certain that. he delivered 
the Copy of 2 which he brought with 
him; to him the faid Mr. Borer. Being an 
ſwered, That the faid Letter, of the def Wine, 
to Sir Henry Beding feld was the Hand- writing 


of ths Letters, certified to 


Me. Bower a Copy 


Aid Mr. Havers further Rid, — $4 
Bedingfeld would have fent the Originals, ty 
2 oy 2 ow, 5 but sf Gm ſame 

were ſea with of s 0 quence 
and .were 4 the Hands 0 * bis er, who 
would not be in Town till Sunday Night or 

| z or that they are in ſome Bureau, of 
which he can't nd the Key ; but that the ſame 

— rakes frog 1 

M aner with the £ nau delivered. 

Mr. Havers being whether he would 

gn dhe above, ac what paſſed. en his Medage 

N r- 4 | 


ed on this Occaſion was reduced into Writ- 
Zeit, and read over ta them, and agreed by 


of the ſaid Mr. Bower, Mr. Havers delivered to 
Be a true Copy by a Notary Public: And the 


EEEPEE re 


— 


Copier of the. Letters. 


i Bir How : 
aid, He met Mr. 83 5 | 
cap pee dane how 
2 e Way. Ne Nau I 
ene 5 Ss 6D. 


x 777 zer 


Err 


Iwan chis on the laſt Day o« on Reet | 
in which I have endeavoured to confirm my 
ſelf ſtill more in my former, I hope, unalter- 


able Reſolution. But, dear Sir, 1 diſtraſt n 
own Weakneſs, and tremble hen reflect 2 
the ſeveral Trials I muſt undergo. - 
pen rorgderidoe, > 1 
which if 
. eil 4 . pro . 
and aſcribe the table I give you, to the er t 
Confidence I place in you. The 35 to + 
nale over to me Part of the Sum that is ding tn 
you z, which I find. you. cannot eafily- reerver: I 
ſhould immediately rrangfer is 19. the Wontan, 
whe wouldrig i Very eee 
| W - 


Feyobluntarily offer to the General 


22 ies of the Letters. 
Fecover it, and allow me my ſo much wiſhed 
for Liberty. This would make me'completely 
Happy; but non mea voluntas ſed tua fiat; for 
that Yam ſure is the Will of him, who difpoſes 
and ordains all Things for our good. I have 
received @ Letter from Mr. Cartret, in Me. 
Retz's Name; who defires to know what Pro- 
uince will be moſt to my Sati faction. If I could 
de any ways ſerviceable here, I ſhould be glad 
to ſhew my Gratitude for the many Favours [ 
have. received. I leave you to judge whether 
or no I am fit to ferve here, and to write your 
Thoughts to Mr. Retz. As for myſelf, I ſhall 
name no Place to him, but ſubmit myſelf en- 
tirely to his Will; for I am now, thank God, 
quite indifferent as to Places; and am well per- 
{uaded, that what Place /hall be thought by you or 


by him the moſt proper, will be the moſt proper (a). 


(a) There are uy Inſtances of the Inquiſition's ſo- 
y - promiſing to forgive Perſons who had left, their 
Church, on their being reconciled: There is not a boch 
Inſtance of their keeping their Word. No Faith is to b. 

| kept with this Species of Heretics. Mr. Bower knew this, 

' And was not ignorant of what had happened to the Arch- 
"biſhop of Spalatro : And, knowing it, is it poſſible he ſhould 
| f the Jeſuits, as he is ſup- 
\yoſed to do, if this Letter is genuine, to go where. he ſhould 
Hint fit to ſend him, Mr. Bower being indifferent as to Places, 
or Macerata not even excepted; and this at a Time 
when be was in better Circumſtances than he had ever been 
In fince his Arrival in England ; was honoured with the 
Friendſhip of many Proteſtants of Rank and Abilities, able 
and willing to ſerve and protect him. ?——Soppoſitions gf 
this ſort are too groſs to gain Cet. Ne 
Magnitude. 51 | | . 


* 


EAS ee ee oe 


—_— XX 


Duty, anc 


done, and moſt humbly beg your Pard 


Copies of the Letters. 23 


1 ſhall conclude this Letter with begging you to 
forgive the Trouble, and to aſſure yourſelf that 
I want nothing ſo much as an Opportunity to 
ſhew by my. Actions and Conduct how lincerely 


* 
Dear Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient 
bumble Servant, 


AB. 
LETTER I. | 


ag Sir, Jul 24th, 1746. 

1 Return you Thanks for your paternal Admo- 

"nition, and own that I deſerved to be treated 
with more Severity, than your Charity and 
Goodneſs have allowed you to uſe. My Im- 
patience and earneſt Deſire of being delivered 
at once from my preſent moſt heavy Tribula- 
tion tranſported me beyond the Bounds of my 
and prompted me to write in a Manner 
very unbecoming one, who can plead nothing 
for himſelf but pure Charity and Compaſſion. 


Dear Sir, if Repentance can repair a Fault, Ido 


for what I have 


aſſure you I am heartily ſorry 


which I hope you will grant = notwi 


ing the juſt Provocation my Ingratity may 
have given you. I rely entirely =, 
you alone, after God, I put all dence z 
and therefore ſhall from you ne expect my 


— — — m — 


22 Copies of the Letters. 
Fecover it, and allow me my ſo much wiſhed 
for Liberty. This would make me completely 
Happy; but non mea voluntas fed tua fiat ; for 
that am ſure is the Will of him, who difpoſes 
and ordains all Things for our good. I have 
recerved @ Letter from Mr. Cartret, in Me. 
Retz's Name; who defires to know what Pro- 
wince will be moſt to my Satisfafiron. If I could 
be any. ways ſerviceable here, I ſhould be glad 
to ſhew my Gratitude for the many Favours [ 
have. received. I leave you to judge whether 
of no I am fit to ſerve here, and to write your 
Thoughts to Mr. Retz. As for myſelf, I ſhall 
name no Place to him, but ſubmit myſelf. en- 
tirely to his Will; for I am now, thank God, 
quite indifferent as to Places; and am well per- 
uaded, that what Place. /ball be thought by you or 


by bim the moſt proper, will be the mo proper (0) 


(a) There are 7 Inſtances of the Inquiſition's ſo- 
y promiſing to forgive Perſons who had left, their 
Church, on their being reconciled: There is not a age 
Inſtance of their keeping their Word. No Faith is to 
kept with this Species of Heretics. Mr. Bemer knew this, 


ud was not ignorant of what had happened to the Arch- 


+, . biſhopof Spalatro : And, knowing it, is it poſſible he ſhould 
*, voluntari 2 to the General of te Jeſuits as he is ſup- 
poſed to do, if this Letter is genuine, to go where. he ſhould 
think fit to ſend him, Mr. Bower being indifferent as to Places, 
or -/Macerata not eyen excepted; and this at a Time 
when be was in better Circumftances than he had ever been 
in fince his Arrival in England ; was honoured with the 
Friendſhip of many Proteſtants of Rank and Abilities, able 
and willing to ſerve and protect him ?——Soppoſitions gf 
this fort are too groſs to gain Credit N * 
Magnitude. FEA | 


* 


Ass ges s ego ka - ' 


oe 


| Copies of the Letters. 23 
IL. hall conclude this Letter with begging you to 
forgive the Trouble, and to aſſure yourſelf that 


I want nothing ſo much as an Opportunity to 
ſhew by my Actions and Conduct how lincerely 


Lam, 
De,, 
Your moſt obedient 
bumble Servant, 1 
A r 


LETTER IT. 


Dear Sir, Jul 24th, e246; 
J Return you Thanks for your paternal Admo- 
nition, and own that I deſerved to be treated 
with more Severity, than your and 
Goodneſs have allowed you to uſe. My Im- 
patience and earneſt Defire of being delivered 
at once from my preſent moſt heavy Tribula- 
tion tranſported me beyond the Bounds'of 'my' 
Duty, and prompted me to write in a Manner 
very unbecoming one, who can plead nothing 
for himſelf but pure Charity and Compaſſion. 
Dear Sir, if Repentance can repair a Fault, I do 
aſſure you I am heartily ſorry for what I have 
done, — moſt humbly beg your Pardo 
which I hope you will grant me, notwithſd- 
ing the juſt Provocation my Ingratitug may 
have given you. I rely entirely op” you, in 
you alone, after God, I put all m ence; 

and therefore * my 
Deliverance. 


* 
T 


14 Copies of the bee 


Dejiveratice. | The Wiman with ler Child it 
1 turned upon e a >» xs. ap 
ſp 2 : en Es me either to 
3 hf, Compatty, a8 Mid before, or recurx' fey f 
—— 1 it a very difficult Tafk to 


keep ber in Humaur. without doing either. Dear 
Sir, as I am not inſenſible the Temptation is 
great, T atm afraid of myſelf; and have, I aſſure 
you, ſhed many Tears in reflecting on my dan- 
| | Situation. But it is no worſe than I de- 
5 erve, and th&fefofe I have no Reaſon to com- 
1 plain. I ſhall gray to bear my kr 0 — 


"your you ck Ker fhewn me 
me believe you WP: Nene wall, notwith- 
anding the Provocation I have. gi en you; for 
ED, . which, 1 again aſk. your Pardon, f arc wide 
> ing ie were in my os wake 

: | «Elliot Beans Dear Sir, * ry 64 


_ Opin of 8. Letts, 5 


it & fa af THD ©: TP. Re 12.075? 
a LEEDER U e 
De lr 1 Lond. 0 


Drsrals 106 conſtant Vexation haye, at 
length got the better of all m good [Re- | 
flutions.” God no longer withſtand. a Temp- 
2 Fn. rr I F V no 775 5 avoid; aud 
A therefore have conſeuted ig take the Woman ain, 
1 and 2 40110 174 3 4 before, till T Tait 
ble to ſatisfy her, uſt Demands. It was with 
n I the greateſt Relüctance and Remorle that I, 
took ſuch a Ste and ſhould : never haye ta SY 
it, bad. 7 had 2 the leaſt Proſpect or 
of Relief. You know I propoſed "all 
pedients I could thik of; and e bur. 
Jour "Zeal and Good nature could haye bore 
wich me ſo long; which I ſhall always grate-- 
fully remember and acknowledge. The la 
CY would have ieted 5075 "the Woman. 
ber Relations," fe for t. 15 only wanted eme Se- 
curity or the Money ; ; would have ſaved me m. 
utter 1 din, and could not poſſibly be atten ed. 
with any evil Conſequences, fince - ſhould, 
5 never have given the 1 eaſt Trouble to that Per- 
5 ſon, 4 9 95 your Knowledge and Conſent: 
7 In ſhort, had you not diſapproved o it, 1 ou / 
; have thought | that nothing could have * 
9 re did, it won Have 
[ rtinent in me to xo ba it any farther : 
Po Kt Perſon' s pa you, dear Sir, it is 


but tod * ſhe nee tended it; and this is 
D What 


2 


* ; Copies of the Letters, 
what has quite diſheartened me, as on that all 
my Hopes of Relief was founded. I do not 
d to juſtify the Step I have talen, God for- 
id I ſhould: But the ce with which I 
a it, my ſuffering ſo much and ſo long 
before I took it, and my having tried all dll le 
Means of avoiding the Danger 
in ſome Degree, extenuate Ny Gul And 
now, 'dear Sir, . in the Firſt. place, I heartily 
pray God to reward you for your pious, but, to 
my unſpeakable Mis fortune, unſucceſsful En- 


deavours. You have done all that lay in your 


Power to relieve me, and I ſhall always remem- 
ber and acknowledge it. In the next place; with 
Tears in my Eyes, Itake my Leave of you; for this 
Fin Step will in a ſhort. time be followed by 


another, which muſt put an End to our Corre- 
| Kade I muſt repair the crying Injuſtice 1 
have done to an innocent Child, and to a Woman 


that has ſhewn the greateſi Regard and Tenderneſi 


for me, even in my Diſtreſs; and, in order to that, 


— the advantageous Offer now made me by 
riends. Having thus laid open to. you, as 
x beſt Friend, my preſent Situation, "without 


the leaſt Diſguiſe; 1 you will remember 


me in your beſt Thoughts, that I may not here- 
refuſe what at preſent T ſo much wiſh 7 
Id it ever be in your Power or any 

jeve me. Porſiade yourſelf, dear 


that am, and ever ſhall be, moſt ſincerely, 


Ho or moſt * bumble Servant, &c. 


; res pul 75 | Though 


»A 


ſhould neyer 1 from me i, i 


7 


"S1 | 


TF8 EY 


38 88 


Copies of the Letters. 27 


i Though J have conſented to take the Woman 


uin, yet I am under no Obligation of per- 
forming my Promiſe till I — from you. 
As for 2 Place, it will be a Fortnight be- 
fore the Patent is made out. I heartily with. 
it were in your Power to make me cafy in 
1 and the . 
un 


i, 


LETTER IV. 


Dear Sir, WW Richmond 24th Oct. 1 * 
is with the deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude, that 
I return you my moſt hearty Thanks for the 
great Pains you have taken to deliver me from 4 
my preſent moſt unhappy Situation. Your cha- "= 
able and good-natured Endeavours have not, I 
to my great Concern, been attended with Suc-' 
cels ; — I am no leſs obliged than if 
they had, and ſhall ever mot gratefully acknow- 
ledge this Obligation, as I am fully convinced, 
from what you have done, that you will omit 
nothing in your Power to relieve me as ſoon as 
you can. It would be needleſs to recommend to 
you an Affair, which you have already fo much 
at Heart. I ſhall therefore only add, that I re- 
poſe an entire Confidence in your Goodneſs and 
Charity, and that, in ſpite of the preſent moſt 
ſerere Trials, and of any thing that can 2 ke 
pen, I am determined, I hope unalterably, to 


keep my former Reſolution, till, being ſet at 
my Sins pa 


** 
1 
1 1 
« 
. 


ff 


wt, 
" * 


28 


tude more by my; Actions than by 


| ſhould have taken no Step towards the Recovery 


b — z5fy the 


Gi of the Later 


Liberty by your means, L ſhall-have the much 
wiſhed-for of my Grati- 


gh, In 


time I am, - * i? 
0 1 3 * bm - # #2 4% 
: 0 * 
of * 7 . 


| LETTER V. 
Dear Sir, Lond, 14th March, 1747. 


F. you had thought fit to make over to me 
Bart of the Sum that is owing to you, I 


of it, but What you approved of, and none at 


all if, . en did not — of 65 4 Sicfy 
oman ions, 


the Conveyance, and thereby pur- 


_—_ alitle Queer; it it not not being by apy means 
REPPSrifa gore them 


what I nqw, have. Dear 
ir. ou cannot conceive the Diſtreſs I am in at 


this preſent time; and what is worſt of all, I 


hegin to deſpair, being . 80 confident, 

x the Perſon who, owes the Sum. to you, 
never deſigned to pay it, nor ever will pay it, 
unleſs forced by = But the Whole I refer, 


Be — entirely ſubmit to your Judgment. You 


need not take the Trouble of anſwering my 


Letter; I ↄſten ſee Mr. Elliot, and rom him 
1 -Ahall know your Sentiments. Forgiv e this 


| Aale, nd by believe me moſt „ | 
5 ä dur maſt en bumble — 


A. B. 
L E T- 


8 S. Ke erer 


pointed. 
was my Duty fo to do, chat, I hope, will 


to deliver me from m 


De e 
II. your having gs ſo long and A all 
continuing to keep me in this Situ- 
ation, though at this preſent time you have it in 
your Power to — i me from it, leaves NY, no 
room to expect any 3 from you. 
myſelf obliged to apply fo Mr, ks nt | 
ks Sy * 221 Yer 7 however 1 
would not take without . 
you before-hand with it. Dear Sir, 7 wor 
an entire Confidence in you, 9 


concerned to find myſelf in an Affair of ſuch in- 
finite Conſequence thus diſap But as it 


me, and at the ſame time procure me 
Strength to withſtand the Dangers, to which 
you leave me expoſed, till I receive an Anſwer 
from our common Friend; who, I am confi- 
dent, — EN 
nt unhappy a= 
tion. Excuſe the Trouble. Jon 
Nour moſt obedient | 
humble Servant, 


v. 8. The Money being 1 now ready, and your, 
Conſent — wanting, as [ write to 
* Retz, 1 with you would at the ane 

time | 


30 Copies of the Lerters. 


time let him know upon what Motive you 
refuſe it, or let me know it, that he may 
acquaint him with it if you are not at Lei- 


| fure to write. 
To Mb Elliot Brown. | 


"Theſe are true Copi ies "of the Sir ſeveral Let- 
ed wed by Sir 2 Feld, Ba- 


ters fo me 
ronet, and 


xamination, re- 


_ turned, wg ny. ogy And at the fame time 
Beiing feld declared, before 
Six ſeveral Letters are the 
ſame mentioned and referred to, by his Adver- 
_ in The Public Advertiſer of the 27th 


the faid Sir 
me, that the 


of May laſt, and other Ke Advertiſements. 


Witneſs Hand this 4th of June, 1756. 
1 In 3 vel 
Ben. Bonnet, 
N. Pa. 17 56. 


9. 4. 11. Bower s . Aﬀedavit, ö 
proving that the foregoing Six pre- 


tended Letters were nut writ by him, 
or with his Privity. 


RCHIBALD BOWER, of Old 


Bond-ftreet, in the Pariſh of Saint James, 


Weſtminſter, Eſquire, maketh Oath,” That the 
Paper* Writing hereunto annexed; wrote on 
ape Pages of Two Sheets of Stamp- paper, 

| was, 


SBEPOES SS DESGCSCI4iOT2 tOD2EpmtHbS rns 4 


"Mr. Bower's Second Affidavit. 31 


was, on the — Day of June inſtant, delivered 
to this t by one Mr. Havers, from Sir 
Henry Beading feld, Baronet, as Copies of Six 
ſeveral Letters in the ſaid Sir Henry Beding- 
feld's Cuſtody, ſuppoſed to be wrote by-this 
Deponent to one Sheldon, an Engliſb ſeſuit, 
now deceaſed, under the feigned Name of 
Elliot Brown : And this Deponent doth in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner deny, That he wrote or- 
ſent the ſaid Six Letters, or any or either of 
them, to the ſaid Sheldon or Elliot Brown, or to 
any other Perſon whatſoever :* And this Depo- 
nent faith, That if the Originals of the faid 
dix Letters are in the Cuſtody. of the ſaid Sir 
—_ Beding feld, which whether they are or 
is Deponent cannot ſay, he not having 
= permitted to ſee or inſpect the fame, ſuch 
Originals are not of this Deponent's Hand- 
writing, and were .not wrote or ſent by this 
Deponent; or with his Privity : And if there 
— original Letter ce Lleere, the ame 
is and are a Forgery: And this Deponent faith, 
the Contents of the faid pretended Letters are 
abſolutely falſe, fictitious, and untrue ; and this 
— doth deny that he this Deponent ever 
wrote to or received from Mr. Cartret, who is 
mentioned in one of the ſaid Letters, and who, 
as this nent believes, was, or had been 
Chaplain to the ſaid Sir Heny Beding feld ; or 
from Mr. Rerz, who is alſo mentioned in ſeve- 
ral of the ſaid Letters, and who, as this Depo- 


nent believes, was General of the Jeſuits, and 
reſided 


32 Mr. Bower 's Sec Affidavit. 
4 reſidetl at Name, any Letter or Letters whatſ6- 


err eee ſome or 
|. one of them is ſuppoſed : And this Deponent 
5 doth deny, That, to his Knowledge or Belief, 
| Ag ert had, or was reputed to have had, any 


any Woman with her Child turned upen his 
Hands, or ever lived with any Woman, ſave as 
is hereafter mentioned, as his Wife, or in a 
- criminal Manner, or had in his Hands any Sum 
of her Money, as is falſely infinuated by the 
ſaid pretended Letters, or ſome of them: And 
this Deponent, fince he came to England, never 
did live-or cohabit with any Woman, except 
with his preſent Wife, Niece to Biſhop Nzchot- 
fon; and Daugliter of a Clergyman of the Church 
of England, a 
Fa in Weſtmorland ; whom he married in 
the Year 1749, and who had a Fortune of 
40001. Sterling, and then had a Child by a for- 


was in no way injured by this Deponent's Mar- 
riage; and this Deponent hath had no Child by 
his ſaid Wife: And this Deponent hatfi con- 
ſtantly while in London, lived and reſided in 

the Houſe he now lives . in Bond. ſtreet, for 

16 Vears and upwards laſt paſt: And this De- 
1 ory — ART That, to his or 
—— — for any Play — 


| 8 g given to, this Deponent, ſince his coming 


r err 


Child by any Woman whatſoever, or ever had 


ſon of a Gentlemans 


mer Huſband; which Child is now living;"and. 


S8 Pg. = = 


1 


not applied for till ſome Days after his Death. 


1 Letters are ſingular. 
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— Letter. 33 
10 Boland, that of Librarian to the 
late Queens Library on the Death of Mr. Say, 
who died, as this ent believes, and as 
pears by the Rings given at his Death, on the 
roth Day of September, 1748; and which was 


A. Bower. 


Middleſex, } Sworn before me this 
to wit. J goth Day of June, 

"Ek 1756. 
John F no 


Some foore Geneva on the Letters 

in queſtion, and the Conduct of the 
Perſons who have publiſhed them ; 
— which confirms. them to be ſpurious. 


MIR Henry Beding feld « Reaſons for riot per= 
mitting Mr. Bower to inſpect the original 


The Reaſon given the Second of June for not 
letting Mr. Bower's Friend have a Sight of the 
original Letters was, that it was not in his Power, 
as the Letters were not in his Poſſeſſion. =» The 
Reaſon given on the Fifth of Fune, at Ten in the 
Morning, by his Sollicitor Mr. Havers, was, 
that Sir Henry B 2 would have ſent the Ori- 
2 to be examine 2 Mr. Bower, but that the 

were ſealed up with other Papers of Conſe- 

quence, and were in the Hands of hit Lawyer, 

who would not be in Town ill Sunday Night 
E 


% 
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or Monday; or that they are in ſome Bureau, of 

which be can't find the 3 R — the ſame 
mall be produced when found, to be examined 
by Mr. Bower with the Copies delivered. 

| How is this to be reconciled with Mr. Bonnet 

\ the Notary Public's Atteſtation, which imports 
3 the Letters in queſtion were, on the Fourth 


produced to him by Sir Henry Beding- 
fd and, 25 — due Examination, returned 
1 Notary to the ſaid Sir Henry Bedingfeld? 


4 2. As to the Pretence of Mr. Bower's being 
1 reconciled to the Church of Rome, the Ara of 
which, although not mentioned in theſe Let- 
ters, the Roman Catholics ſay was in 1744; it 
is an abſolute Falſity. — Mr. Bower challenges 
the whole Body of Prieſts and Jeſuits, and all 
the Proſelytes that have been made to the 
| Romuſh Church ſince the Year 1730, to prove 
it; or that ſince that Period he has been at Maſs, 
or been any-ways directly or indirectly con- 
cerned in, or acceſſary to, their Converſion to 
Popery. #Y 
3. Mr. Bower printed and publiſhed his Pro- 
poſals for writing The Hi/tory of the Popes the 
25th March, 1747 (6) hae of the Six — * 
ters are without Date, but it is not 
by the ee none that any of . 


* „ 8 * — 


111 


þ (9) A Gopy of theſe Propolal, te) 
Paſſages in' the Preface, which was annexed to * 
reprinted in the Appendix. 
- wrote 


Obſervations on the Letters. 3 5 ; 


wrote after the Publication of thoſe Propoſals. 
One of the Letters, which ſtands laſt but one in 
the Copy, is dated the 14th of March 1747; 
and the Third Letter in the Copy, without 
Date, muſt be ſuppoſed to have been wrote 
after it, as it puts an End to this feigned Cor- 
reſpondence. 11 
- . 4+ The Circumſtance of the Time when theſe 
Letters are ſuppoſed to have been wrote, carries 
with it as ſtrong Conviction of their being 
forged, as the groſs and evident Falſchoods 
they contain. Can it be believed that Mr. 
Bower could carry on a Correſpondence with 
the Jeſuits, of ſuch a Nature as this, while he 
was employed in compoſing a Work ſo contra- 
dictory to the whole Syſtem of Popery as his 
Hiftory of the Popes? The Letters in queſtion 
are all ſuppoſed to have been wrote in the 
Years 1746 — 1747 3 that is, at the very time 
when Mr. Bower was writing The Hiſtory of 
the Popes ; when he had already wrote the Firſt 
Volume and a conſiderable Part of the Second, 
and only a few Days before he publiſhed his 
Propoſals and Preface ; which was afterwards 
prefixed to the Firſt Volume of the Work. 
Thus at. the very time Mr. Bower was upon the 
Point of oublithing a Work, which he muſt 
know would alarm, provoke, and enrage the 
Prieſts, the Jeſuits, and the whole Po piſh 1 Party, 
in the Manner it has done, he, if theſe Letters. 
are genuine, muſt be ſup ak to have put into; 
their Hands the Means mts his Ant 


35 Obſervations on the Letters. 
and Reputation, by written Proofs of his hav. 
ing forſaken the Proteſtant Religion, and re- 
' lapſed into Popery? They, who can believe 
this, muſt conclude Mr. Bower to be mad. To 
. ay, he preſumed the Jeſuits would not produce 
theſe Letters after the repeated Challenges given 
them by his Preface, is to ſuppoſe Mr. Bower, 
after living ſo many Years among the Jeſuits, to 
be utterly unacquainted with them : No Man, 
but a Fool or an Ideot, who knew them as Mr. 
Bower did, would have ventured his Credit and 
yr cr wh on their Hotour and ey thus 
In the Letter, No 3. Mr. Bower:in ſup- 
ed to write to Mr. Sheldon in theſe Words: 
5 I muſt repair the crying Injuſtice I have done 
to an innocent Child, and to a Woman that 
has ſhewn the greateſt Regard and Tender- 
4 neſs for me, even in my Diftreſs; and in 
e order to that, accept the advantageous Offer 
« now made me by my Friends. And in the 
Poſtſcript to the ſame Letter: . As for the 
«Place, it will be a Fortnight before the Pa- 
« tent is made out. 

F. As to the Woman d the Ghitd, it is, like 
the reſt, a moſt impudent Fiction. Mr. . 
calls on the Authors of theſe Letters to | 
the one or the other, or any Perſon that ever 
knew the one or the other. A Woman of For- 
tune, of Family, ſeduced, injured in her Per- 


* On and Fortune, ſhe and her innocent Child 


77 
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muſt have ſome Name, ſome Friends, ſome 
Relations, ſome Acquaintance, ſome Reſidence. 
They have diligently been ſought, for, and 
have no-where been found. — The Reaſon' 
plain they never exiſted but in the forged and 
fictitious Letters in queſtion, and the wicked 
Hearts of the Authors. 

7. As to the Place, none was ever aſked for 
Mr. Bower, or promiſed to him, till after he 
had the Honour to preſent his Firſt Volume of 
The Hiftory of the Popes to his Majeſty, which 
was on the Thirteenth of May, 1748. On the 
Tenth of September, 1748, Mr. Say, Librariaft _ 
to the Queen's Library, died. On or about 
the zoth of the fame Month Mr. Bowers 
Friends applied that Mr. Bower ſhould ſueceed 
him. This was the only Place Me. Bower ever 


lad 2 Promiſe of, or any of his Friends ever wy 


aſked for him. Facts and Dates are ſtubborn 
Things; and if nothing elfe was wanting it is 
ſubmitted that this would be of itſelf ſufhcienf 
to prove the reſt of the Letters to be equally _ 
ſpurious ;- eſpecially wlien it is conſidered 
whom they are produced, by Papiſts to affect 
* Good-name of a * 2 Convert from 
opery, and one who by his Writin = 
to hw attacked the Pope's Hs the 
ldolatry of the Church of Rome, and other fa- 
yourite Articles of their Fick. 


dem 
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L T* E Work will make Four Volumes in Quarto; and 
will be printed in the ſame Character, and on the 
ſame Paper, as the annexed Preface. 


II. Tus Price to the Subſcribers will be Two Guineas ; 
one to be paid at the Time of Subſcribing, and the other 
upon the Delivery of a complete Set in Sheets. 


III. Tye Two firſt Volumes, reaching to the Death of 
Gregory VII. in 1085, will be delivered on or before 
Lach Day 1748 ; and the other Two with all the Speed 
ſo important a Subject will admit of. | 

IV. Tas Names of the Subſcribers will be prefixed to the 
Firſt Volume ; and a copious Index added to the Laft. 


PROPOSALS are delivered, and 8. U B. 
scRIPTIONs Takes in, by 


Mr. CLARKE, under the Royal- Exchange. 
Mr. ] OsBoRnEe, in Paternofter- Row. 
Mr. HinTon, in St. PauPs Churcb- yard. 

Mr. Wulsrox, [ in Fleet 

Mr. SanDBY," frreet. 

Mr. T. OsBornes, in Grey's- Inn. 

Mr. MILL AR, in the Strand. 

er OO, on the Pavement in St. Martin :- 
Mx. Dops Lx, in Pall mall. 

Mr. FLETCHER, at Oxford. 

Mr. THURLBOURNE, at Cambridge. 

Mr. Lr Ak E, at Bath. | 


all Mr. Hitpyanp, at ork. 

is. A. Kincaid, 

5 EL 
| | W. MiLLar, 

— | F BARRV, in Glaſgeau, 


. SMITH, in Dublin, | 
| PRE- 
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” K E F A C E. 
HE Wark, which I e Pub- 
lic, I undertook ſome years ſince at Rome, 
and brought it down to the Pontificate of Vier, 
that js, to the cloſe of the Second Century. As 
4 was then a moſt zealous cham ay the 
Pope $ Suprema n was held : as an article 
Faith by th I belonged to, my chief 
| deſign, when I — 2 ſuch a my was, 
tt aſcertain that Supremacy, by ſhewing, cen- 
tury by century, that, from the Apoſtles times 
to the preſent,” it had ever been acknowleged 
by the Catholic Church. But, alas! I foon per- 
C ceived that J had undertaken more than it was 
11 my power to perform. Nay, while, in order 
d ſupport and maintain this cauſe, I examined, 
with particular attention, the writings of the 
Apoſtles, and of the many pious and learned 
men who had flouriſhed in the three firſt cen- 
turies of the church, I was ſo far from finding 
any thing that ſeemed in the leaſt to_counte- 
nance ſuch a doctrine, that, on the contrary, it 
evident, beyond all diſpute, that, 
during the aboye-mentioned period of time, it 
had Hah utterly unknown to the Chriſtian 
world. In ſpite then of my endeavours to 


the contrary; Reaſon getting the better of the 
TOW" 
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ſtrongeſt prejudices, I began to took pe f 


- Pope's Supremacy, not "only as x prerogative 


quite chimerical, but as the moſt impudent at- 
tempt that had ever been made: I fay, in ſpite 
of my endeavours to the 5 for 1 was 
very unwilling to Beg u E upon which 
bers nan t by Be 5 that he tobole 
of Chriftiantty (; nw in a _ 
try, where a man net 1 elp being afraid 
even of his own thoughts, — upon un leaſt 
_ Tuſpicion of his only calling in queſtion! any of 
che received opinions, he may depend upon 
his being ſoon convinced by more cogent argu- 
ments, "Hap any in Mood and Figure. , . eat 
Wihe power of ruth; and at laſt it : 
became a proſelyte to the opinion ch had 
propoſed to confute; and /ncerely abjured,. iu 
my" >) that which” I had ignorantly under- 
taken to defend. 
hgeing thus fully convinced, that the Pope's 
f& much boaſted Supremacy was 4 bol and un- 
godly uſurpation, I could not help cenſuring 
with myſelf the men of learning, who had 
countenanced ſuch a pretenſion, eſpecially the 
two great champions of the Papal power, Bel- 
larmime and Baronius. Did they not ſee what 
man, who but dips into the primitive 
writers, maſt ſee,” what is obvious to cotritnoti 
| ſenſe? The poor ſhifts they are often put to; 
their Tidiculous evaſions and ll * un- 


; of Ballas, Pri de Sum. Pont. | 
v F a | 


5 their unſalisfactory anfwers to the objections of 


i 
* 
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MORE? their wreſting ſeveral paſ- 
ages, contrary.to the plain and natural mean- 
ing of the authors = quote; and, above all, 


a MS a. a = "SE 


ey.wrote, not from conviction, nor aimed at 
but, perhaps, at the ed Hat, which was 
afterwards. beſtowed. 1 8 them, as a reward 
for betraying the truth. 
* Monks boy after all, 8 
. wen, ſupp h rome e 
| of the P at I formerly undertook 
; been «taſk neither it now with tha 
view alone that I reſume it. What I 
.myſelf, when I firſt undertook it, Fee 
' Uready; but. being convinced that I Ebene 
in vain, and convinced by ſuch evidence as 
Ru ſtrongeſt prejudice could not withſtand, I 
f it a duty owing to truth, to ſet it forth 
to. in the fame irreſiſtible light; and to 
defend, at leaſt with. as much zeal, the beſt of 
9—— as I had done the worſt. 
A Writer, who has, even n ignorantly, 
truth, is bound, not only to lay down 
his pen, as ſoon as he finds himſelf engaged in 
a bad cauſe, but, when occafion offers, to turn 
aganſt error in favour of truth the v — 


ps. r in 


1/4 © Bi "But to give the reader ſome account & the 
Hiſtory i iclelf, and the method I have purſued: 
in n delivering it; 1 have intituled i i, The ny 


dey wo party, ſhew but too plainly, that 


& 7 
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oh Popes ; but might as well have ſtyled it, 
Hiftory of Per] ; fince it not only con- 
tains an account of the Lives and Actions of the 
Popes, but of every Popiſb tenet ; when, by 
whom, on what occaſion, and to ſerve what 
purpoſe, each of them was broached; thoſe | 
more eſpecially which relate to the Pope a 
Chrift's Vicar upon earth, as the Supreme Head 
the Church, as an Irfallible Guide to ſalvation; 
for theſe are the prerogatives he claims, as en- 
| tailed upon, and inſeparable from the Roman 
See. But that no ſuch doctrines were known 
in the firſt and pureſt ages of Chri * that 
the Biſhop of Rome was then, nay and on 
_ himſelf, upon a level with other Biſhops ; . ; 

the Catholic Church acknowleged no power, 
authority, or juriſdiction in the Bifhop of Rome, 
but what was common to him with all other 
Biſhops, will appear ſo plain from the follow- 
ing iftory, that I can hardly conceive it poſ- 
fible for any man, however prejuced in favour 
of the Papal Power, and Popiſh Religion, to 
peruſe it without abjuring the one and the 
other: I am but too well appriſed of the 
ſtrength of prejudice; but, ſtrong as it is, it can 
never be proof againſt plain matter of 8550 
For who can believe, for inſtance, in the Po 
Infallibility, who can help looking upon fue ch : 


an atticle of belief as the groſſeſt affront ha. 


ever was offered to the wt; underſtanding, 
when he reads of a Liberius admitting and 
ens the Arian creed, or confeſſion of faith, 

F 2 declared 
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detlared heretical by all his Succeſſors; of an 


poop g the hereſy of the Monothelites ; 3 


Rang; BP and propagating, 
his Na his Legates & latere, a Joc. 


trine, which he himſelf — on his death: 
bed; of ſeven Popes (e) curſing and damning, 
in emulation of one another, all who denied a 
certain tenet (4), and another the tp Bl (e). as 
heartily curſing and damning all 
tained it, nay and recurring to the Ultima Ratio 
of - the later P the Fagot, in order to root 
out of the Church (theſe are "his words) fo 
Se ge rache beretical, pa, blaſphemous 
e 


| Th l without number, of the 


ſame nature, lope ue yo" ute 
| other prerogatives claimed by the P 


well as with the-chicf 3 of the 
Catholic religion, will occur in this Hiſtory, and 


(e) Gregory IX, Iunceent IV, Alexander TV, .. Nicolas I, 
Martin IV, Nicolas TV, Clement V. 

(4) That the FrancJean Friars had no property, in-com- 
n a queſtion, if any ever was, de lana 
c What was it to mankind ? what to the Chriſtian 

jon, whether a few Friars had, or had not, any pro- 


perty ? No man was the better for believing they had, no 


mae the worſe fo bling thy had not And yet to 
nn that the whole 


ſtianity had been at ſtake. The bulls bear the follow- | 


jg 1230, 1245, 1254, 1282, 1298, 1311, 312, 
55 . — | n 


all 


Henurius condemned by the Fathers of the Wen 
Oecumenical Council, as an organ of the devil, for 
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all ſo well atteſted, that nothing, I think, ann 
withſtand the force of Truth * diſplayed; f 
ents and controverſial reaſoning 


Logical argum 
cannot be well adapted to every underſtanding, 


and therefore are not always attended with the 
deſired effect, however ſkilfully managed; . but 
hiſtorical facts lie level to — meaneſt 
cities, and the conſequences thence deducible 


are to the meaneſt capacities plain and obvious. 
It is true, the Sticklers for the See of Rome have 
endeavoured to darken the cleareſt facts, ſince 


they could not deny them, as being vouched 
by their own approved authors; but they have 
done it in ſo aukward a manner, with ſuch 


abſurd, ridiculous,” and unintelligible interpre- 


tations, comments, diſtinctions, &c. that, wen 
it not well known it was their intereſt to defend 


tended rather to ridicule than defend it. 
But if the Popes were originally mere 


upon the level with other Biſhops ; they Ho ; 


no power but what was common to them with 
all other Biſhops; by what means could they 
thus exalt — above their Collegues, 
nay. above all that is called God? What could 


iu their Collegues, and with them the 
—— t of the Cbriſtian world, to ackno y- 


an unheard-of power, and ſuhmit ta 
8 the — — and tyran- 


nical? For an anſwer to theſe —— I refer 
the reader to the foilowing Hiſtory, where he 


— 
ry 


bead eren . of power, * or 


that cauſe, one would be apt to think they in- 
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vidence to check, and 
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x claimed by the Popes, traced from 


„and the various ; pointed out, 

ene ey raiſed themſelves m the loweſt 
3 2 the higheſt pitch of greatneſs; 
which is opening a ſchool oO the matey refined 
— that ever was known or practiſed 8 


— And thus, by conftantly acquiring, 
and never be what they had acquired, 
nay, and e hands of their Succeffors by 
the erer entail of a Divine Right, they 
became the ſole Spiritual Lords, and had almoſt 


made themſelves the greateſt Temporal Lords of | 


the whole Chriſtian world. 
Hut by what lar means they — to 


ſuch a height of vrandeur and majeſty, by what 


artifices and ſubtil co contrivances they maintained 
what they had uſurped, and ſtrove to retrieve 
what they had loſt, when it pleaſed Divine Pro- 
within more 
narrow bounds their over-grown power, the 
reader will learn from the following 

Some of the arts they have made uſe of, are of 


the moſt refined, and ſome of the blackeſt 
nature; and both I have endeavoured, in this 


work, to ſet forth in their trueſt light, with 
out diſguiſe or exaggeration; thoſe more eſpe- 
cially which the Popes and their Agents have 
formerly employed, and ſtill employ, to bring 
anew under their yoke, ſuch nations as have 


, had the Chriſtian courage to ſhake it off, and 


aſſert that Liberty, wherewith Chriſt bath mate 
0 ore Þ * Us 
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us free. If I ſhall be fo happy as. thereby to 


keep awake and alive, in the breaſt of every 


true Engh/hman, that noble ardour, which has, 
on a late occaſion, exerted itſelf in ſo diſtin- 
d a manner: if it ſhall pleaſe Heaven to 


ſecond my Undertaking ſo far, as to alarm by 


it thoſe Proteſtants, (I wiſh I might not ſay thoſe 
many. Proteſtants,) who are not aware of, nor 
ſuthciently guarded againſt the oy inſinua- 
tions, the ſecret views Si attempts of the Papal 
Emiſſaries, I ſhall think. 8 N 
has coſt me abundantly paid. 

I am well appriſed of the reception a work 
of this nature muſt meet with, and of the treat- 
ment its author muſt expect, both at home 
and abroad, from the Popiſh Zealots. But let 
them vent their zeal in what manner 
pleaſe, I ſhall neither anſwer nor reſent their 
reproaches. and cenfures, however malignant 
* oundleſs: nay, I ſhall hear them with as 

pleaſure and ſatisfaction as I ſhould the 

— and commendations of others; it being 

no leſs meritorious in a writer to have diſpleaſed 

= enemies of Truth, than to have pleaſed the 
nds. 


I do not doubt, VS this Work will 
meet with a favourable Reception from Pro- 


leſlants of all denominations ; ſuch a Reception, 


I mean, as is due to Truth. It will, I flatter 
myſelf, retard, at leaſt, the daily increaſe of the 
Papal intereſt in theſe happy-kingdoms. As for 
the Roman-Catholics here, would they but lay 

aſide 
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aide their prejudices, fo far as to peruſe it 
with the leaſt degree of candor and attention, 
T am confident Truth would exert its power 
no leſs efficaciouſly upon ſome of them, than 
it has done upon me. They cannot 2 be 
more biaſſed in favour of the errors they ave 
been brought up in, than I was. In them 
Truth has but one enemy to contend with, 
— ona ; in me it had two, Education and 
Intereſt; and the latter is but too often the 
more powerful of the two. What I forfeited 
by adhering to Truth, moſt of the Roman- 
Catholics in England well know; and I am very 
confident none of them can fay, that I have 
ever yet reaped, or ſought to reap, the leaſt 
temporal - benefit from it. If therefore the 
Power of Truth, when duly diſplayed, is fo 
gent, as to triumph thus over the combined 
of Education and Intereſt, we may well 
hope, that it will, at leaſt in ſome, triumph 


over Education alone: I moſt Heartily with it 


may in all. 22: 9 19” 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE the fore ing Sheets were ſent to 
the Preſs, and their intended Publication 
advertiſed in the News Papers of Saturday the 


26th of , a Pamp let hat hath been advertiſed, 


and this Day publiſhed, to proye the Authenticity 
of the Six Letters in queſtion ; which is pre- 
tended to have been Lax wan by a Proteſtant, ' 
but with all the Virulence and Scurrility to be 
expected from exaſperated and bigotted piſs, 
by whom the principal Materials therein 
liſhed appear to have been furniſhed, 

the Defence of whoſe Cauſe alone they wa 
plainly calculated. The Public may be aſſured - 
that Mir. Bower will, at a proper time, give an 
Anſwer to the falſe Facts and falſe Reaſoning 
of this anonymous Proteſtant-Papiſt. As to his 


Scurrility and Invectives, Mr. . agreeable 
to what he declared i in his Preface, will neither 


anſwer nor. reſent them : At the ſame time, he 
takes this Opportunity to declare, that neither 
this or any. other Attempt of his Enemies ſhall 
ſo far ſucceed, as to prevent him from endea- 
vouring to compleat The Hiſtory of the Popes, 
with all poſſible n | | 


Old Bond-ſtreet, 
30 June, 1756. 
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